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satisfactory explanation for the condition. In addition to the eight 
cases collected from the literature, Thomson by thorough research 
has added 12 probable ones, and a number in which the condition pos¬ 
sibly existed. All these groups are tabulated. He has also collected 
cases of various other conditions that simulate the escape of cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid, particularly one of hydrorrhea, in which a chemical analy¬ 
sis was made of the secretion by Prof. Halliburton. The conditions 
can be distinguished by the fact that the cerebrospinal fluid contains 
no mucin, a trace of globulin, and pyrocatechin—the secretions from 
the nose contain pseudo-mucin, a considerable quantity of proteid mat¬ 
ter, and a certain amount of sugar which reduces Fehling’s solu¬ 
tion. Among the most interesting facts recorded are the results of 
some experiments upon the effect of position and effort upon the secre¬ 
tion of the cerebrospinal fluid. It was found that when the patient 
was sitting quietly, the quantity was considerably less than when she 
made some vigorous effort, but that the increased quantities obtained 
during the period of effort were of lower specific gravity and con¬ 
tained fewer solids. The effect of position was also quite pronounced. 
When the patient was sitting up the percentage of solids was consid¬ 
erably greater. When the patient was allowed to sit in the chair and 
the abdomen was vigorously compressed, the quantity of fluid was 
almost twice as much as when she sat quietly. The percentage of 
solids was very much reduced. 

We cannot refrain from expressing our satisfaction at finding a 
man willing to publish in the form of a monograph an article whose 
length makes it entirely too bulky for publication in a journal. - The 
value of the book consists in the fact that it calls attention to a rare 
but interesting condition, and presents in succinct but complete form 
all our present knowledge upon the subject. It is, however, of more 
interest to the rhinologist than to the neurologist. Sailer. 


Krankheiten des Ruckenmarkes. Prof. H. Obersteiner and 
Docent E. Redlich. Separat-Abdruck aus Handbuch der praktischen 
Medicin, unter Redaktion von Dr. W. Ebstein und Dr. J. Schwalbe; 
herausgegeben von W. Ebstein. Verlag von Ferdinand Enke, 
Stuttgart. 

This chapter is devoted to diseases of the spinal, cord and forms 
part of the “Handbuch der praktischen Medicin.” It is 230 pages in 
length, and is quite profusely illustrated. It is intended more for the 
general practitioner than for the specialist in neurology, and will doubt¬ 
less be of much practical value. The various diseases of the spinal 
cord are briefly but satisfactorily described. The names of the authors 
are a guarantee of the excellence of the work. Books of this character 
are always useful and this chapter could with advantage be published 
separately. • Spiller. 


Essentials of the Physical Diagnosis of the Thorax. By Arthur 

M. Corwin, A.M., M.D. Third edition, revised and enlarged. 

Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1899. 

This excellent little book, which already is before us in its third 
edition, gives in a clear and concise form the elements of physical 
diagnosis. The systematic way in which the subject has been consid¬ 
ered will make it especially useful for the student and will permit it to 
serve as a valuable guide to the more elaborate study of this branch of 
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medicine. It is gratifying to note that the plan so often followed by 
German authors, namely that of placing less important matter, disputed 
points and proffered theories in small print and not including them in 
the general text, has been pretty well followed. The section enumer¬ 
ating the physical signs of the separate morbid conditions has been 
retained and greatly enhances the value of the book. A number of 
schematic illustrations serve to admirably elucidate the text. 

Hensel. 


Makroskopische und mikroskopische Anatomie des Ruckenmarks— 

MAKROSKOPISCHE UND MIKROSKOPISCHE ANATOMIE DES GeHIRNS. 

Prof. Theodore Ziehen of Jena. Gustav Fischer. Jena, 1899. 

The work before us is the first of several on the anatomy of the 
nervous system, which together are to constitute the fourth volume of 
the comprehensive system of human anatomy now appearing from the 
publishing house of Gustav Fischer in Jena, under the editorship of 
Prof, von Bardeleben. Out of the 402 pages it contains, 341 are 
devoted to the macroscopic and microscopic anatomy of the cord alone, 
and it is needless to say that the subject is handled with the utmost 
minuteness of detail. In the remaining 61 pages the author gets only 
as far as the general consideration of the brain from a macroscopic 
standpoint, purposing to finish his task in the next Abteilung. 

Prof. Ziehen has not confined himself strictly to human anatomy, 
but gives many interesting and valuable comparisons of the weights 
and the embryological, histological and morphqlogical peculiarities of 
the human brain and cord and those of the lower orders. Like the 
recent work of Flatau and Jacobsohn—to which it is in certain ways 
similar—Ziehen’s is not one which lends itself readily to analysis, but 
from the vast number of bibliographic references which it contains, it 
is obvious that nothing has been left undone to make the subject matter 
as comprehensive as possible. The illustration^. of which there are 94 
in the text—some colored—are not, on the whole, in keeping with the 
rest of the work. The typographical errors are few, although this 
author, in common with many in this country, persists in putting an 
accent over the first e in Dejerine. 

When completed, the work will certainly be of great value as a 
reference, both to the comparative anatomist and to the student of the 
minute anatomy of the nervous system. J. W. Courtney. 


Essentials of Anatomy. By Chas. B. Nancrede, M.D. Sixth edi¬ 
tion, thoroughly revised by Fred J. Brockway, M.D. Philadelphia: 
W. B. Saunders, 1899. 

While the use of quiz-compends for students is not to be specially 
recommended, we have in this new edition of Nancrede, a book which 
is better adapted perhaps than most others for the use of those unable 
for lack of time or other reason to familiarize themselves with the 
more bulky text-books. The illustrations, so essential to the study of 
anatomy, are clear and comprehensive, but their number, we think, 
could have been increased without enlarging the size of the book, at 
the expense of histological details, since these, in most colleges at least, 
are studied from separate text-books. The anatomy of the abdomen 
has been entirely rewritten in accordance with the more modern de¬ 
scription of Gray. The structure of the nervous system is not 
thoroughly handled. Hensel. 



